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[Abstract]

On the Location of Joseon-hyoun in
Nangrang-gun

Lee, Deok-1I1

The location of Nakrang-gun(44iR#5), one of four Han colonial districts,
has been the center of controversy because the early Korean history is largely
dependent on the true location of Joseon-hyoun(#f#h%) which was belonged
to Nakrang-gun. China asserts that Joseon-hyoun was located near modern
Pyoungyang of North Korea based on the writings of several toadfish
confucianists of Joseon dynasty and the scenario which had been made by the
vice-regal office during the period of Japanese occupation in force. Meanwhile
other confucianists of late Joseon dynasty claimed that Nakrang-gun was a part
of ancient Yodong(##). This view was succeeded by Korean patriots who were
also historians during the period of Japanese occupation.

The truth of these two claims regarding the location of Joseon-hyoun should
be resolved by history books written in the period when Nakrang-gun was
existed. Modern Pyoungyang area was considered to be the location of Joseon-
hyoun of Nakrang-gun since the 12th century in Koryo dynasty by toadish
confucianists. They regarded modern Pyoungyang as the place where Gija(ZE
1) of Eun(f%) dynasty had settled down to keep away from the king Mu(®) of
Ju(&) dynasty. This recognition indicates that Gija was considered to attive at
Pyoungyang in 2400 years later since he had left his homeland in the BC 12th
century, The common view among Korean historians maintains that the capital

of Gija Joseon was replaced with the capital of Wiman(#if) Joseon. Howevert,
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the geographical details of Hanseo(%#) states that capitals of Gija and Wiman
Joseon are two different places: the capital of Gija Joseon was located at
Joseon-hyoun of Nakrang-gun and the capital of Wiman Joseon was located at
Heomdog(l#i#)-hyoun of Yodong-gun.

Chinese history books state with consistency that Nakrang-gun was located in
ancient Yodong area. These books specified further that the Youngpyoung(i
%F)-bu of Myoung(#i) and Cheong(i#) dynasty, Norong(i#i)-hyoun in modern
China, was the Joseon-hyoun of Nakrang-gun. They also indicated that there
is the Great Wall at 30km north to the Norong-hyoun. These records are clear
evidence that the Joseon-hyoun of Nakrang-gun was not located at the modern

Pyoungyang region.

Key Words : Nakrang-gun, Joseon-hyoun, Vice-regal office of Joseon, Pyoungyang,
Gija, Noryong-hyoun
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